
 
 

 
 
 
Title: Research Consultant  
Term: Contract (ASAP Until 30 September 2018) 
Schedule: Per proposed scope of work 
Position Reports to: Executive Director 
 
Terms of Reference 
 

Thousand Currents and The 11th Hour Project in collaboration with a group of donors and civil 
society groups are seeking to support farmer-led food sovereignty movements in Africa by 
increasing our collective understanding of the range of global financial flows that are 
supporting and aggressively pursuing the industrialization of agriculture in Africa.  
 
A broad range of public and private sector actors are financing and driving a so-called “new 
green revolution” in Africa with the stated intent to “feed the future” while a growing 
movement of farmers and civil society advocates have denounced the industrial agriculture 
push in Africa as a source of large-scale land grabs, food insecurity, climate change, the 
degradation of African soils, weakened biodiversity, the repression of Indigenous voices, and 
human rights violations. Across the continent, farmers and a broad spectrum of civil society 
organizations are progressively mobilizing and seeking to build pathways for increased support 
to food sovereignty and to interventions that put people rather than capital at the center.  

 

We are seeking a consultant that can conduct research to map the web of financial flows to 
this industrialized agriculture model in Africa as well as the degrees of influence that 
various players are exerting on, among other targets, governments, civil society, academic 
institutions, international financials institutions, researchers and African farmers.  
 

Role of Researcher(s): 
 

● In partnership with the core group of donors, clarify objectives and scope of 
consultancy, gathering and discussing feedback on the strategic direction of the 
initiative and making adjustments to the research as necessary  

● Consult with and gather regular feedback from African farmer groups on the strategic 
direction of this research initiative 

● Identify and aggregate existing relevant mapping data that has already been done by, 
among others, farmers, civil society groups, academics, activists, and scholars 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

● Conduct original research and analysis and 
identify additional expertise that is needed 
to produce a comprehensive mapping 
report which includes the identification and analysis of potential pressure points for 
advocacy  

o Identify the institutions that are financing and encouraging (through 
non-financial means) the industrialization of agriculture in Africa, including, 
but not limited to: 

▪ Philanthropy, including corporate and venture philanthropy 

▪ International finance institutions  

▪ International, regional & national research institutions, universities 
and collaborative initiatives  

▪ National government bodies 

▪ International & bilateral aid agencies 

▪ Private equity and finance 

▪ Public-Private Partnerships 

▪ Impact investors 

▪ Intermediaries financed by above actors 

o Identify and distill the nature of activities and interventions that these 
financial and technical forms of assistance are supporting and at what level. 
These include, but are not limited to: 

▪ Financing 

▪ Technical support/capacity building 

▪ Legislative and policy reforms  

▪ Research  

▪ Training  

▪ Actual inputs and equipment 

o Determine the longer-term plans of the above-referenced actors in the 
agriculture sector in Africa, and assess their openness to others’ ways of 
thinking and engaging with the issue.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Timeline and Budget: 
 

This research initiative including all deliverables 
should be wrapped up no later than September 30, 
2018.   As well, the budget should take into account that this project seeks to avoid duplication 
of existing efforts and expects for the researcher(s) to build on work that has already been 
done.  

 

Deliverable:  

Quarterly summary of consultations informing research investigation.  

 

A report including visual maps of funding and financial flows, key actors, influencers and 
partnerships that identify for each actor(s): relative level of alignment and allegiance to 
industrial agricultural frameworks and their relative power/decision-making authority in 
comparison to others.  Creativity in terms of presentation, format, multimedia are all 
welcome.  

 

Preferred qualifications:  
 

The consultant should have intimate knowledge of the industrial agriculture, global 
economics, international development and human rights preferably with a solid understanding 
of the ways in which the policy and legislative landscape is changing in Africa.  

 

Knowledge of the goals and ecosystem of actors within the food sovereignty movement is a 
requirement and preference will be given to those that are in contact with groups in the 
region that are working on these issues.  

 

Excellent investigative research, writing and multilingual skills.  The consultant will need to 
have the capacity to conduct phone consultations with Africa-based groups either directly or 
through culturally competent interpretation in a multiplicity of languages spoken on the 
continent.  

 

To apply: 
Interested candidates should submit a scope of work that includes qualifications and an 
outline of research strategy, a timeline and budget to: consultancy@thousandcurrents.org  no 
later than January 17, 2018.  

 

mailto:consultancy@thousandcurrents.org

